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How Dog’s Nose Became Dark
(adapted from Who Told the Most Incredible Story? Vol. 1. By Naana J.E.S. Opoku-Agyemang).

"Life is full of beauty. Notice it. Notice the bumble bee, the small child,
And the smiling face. Smell the rain, and feel the wind.
Live your life to the fullest potential,
And fight for your dreams”
~Ashley Smith

Stay in Touch With Westminster
Keep up with the goings-on via the Westminster Facebook Page. Like, comment and share.
Invite your friends to do the same!
https://www.facebook.com/Westminster-Presbyterian-Church-Topeka-185475498707
Email us anytime at wpctopeka@gmail.com, or call
and leave a message at 785-357-0339.
Check out our website at westminstertopeka.com.
12 Presbyterian Church. Changes of address, questions or
“The Chimes” is a monthly publication of Westminster
comments should be sent to 1275 SW Boswell Avenue, Topeka, KS 66604.

In a land far, far away, Dog, Hen and Goat lived with human beings. For the most part, all
was well. Dog was the happiest of all since he was not killed for food. The worse trouble he had
was his puppies might be given to other families in the village. Fortunately, it was not a very big
village and there was always a good chance that he would see some of his puppies in the
community.
Goat and Hen were not nearly as fortunate. But it was better than living in the forest where one
could become prey at any time.
One day, Dog, Hen and Goat spent the early hours of the morning working on the farm.
Hen pulled weeds with her strong beak. Dog used a machete to cut some of the bigger weeds
while Goat hauled firewood. When the sun was too high in the sky, they decided to take a break in
the shade of an oak tree. That was when all the trouble started.
“Have you noticed,” Goat lamented, “that all the people in this village have proper names,
except for us?”. No one is simply called a Human Being. People have proper names and titles. In
truth, Goat was precisely correct. Human beings were named on the eighth day of their birth.
Their names were determined by several factors. The first factor was the day on which a person
was born. A male child born on Sunday was called Kwesi. A female child born on Sunday was
called Esi. And then there was a second name through which people were named after honorable
members of the family. A child was supposed to live a life similar to that of his or her
predecessors. Only ancestors whose lives were worth emulating had their names used to name
newborns. Anyway, the fact that Dog, Goat and Hen did not have proper names suggested that
they had no history and were not expected to have a future either. It was kind of insulting, so they
decided to do something about it. “From now on”, Hen began, “I want to be known as Amoaa
Awisi, the woman with many children of her own but who raised those of others as well.”
“From now on,” Dog added, “I want to be called Kwasi Wusu, the valiant one who brought the

village back to life.”

“As for me,” proclaimed Goat, “I want to be known as Kofi Apau, the one who overpowers bullets

in times of war.”

Something very strange happened. As Dog, Goat and Hen walked back to the village, they had a
new sense of self-confidence. Dog barked, Hen clucked, and Goat bleated, each one with such
confidence that the people of the village wondered what was going on. Why were the animals
making such a ruckus? As a result, Goat, Hen and Dog swore each other to secrecy. Their names
were to be known only among themselves. No one else was to know their newly selected names
less the villagers be upset at them for giving themselves such airs.
>>Continued on page 9
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Deacons
The Board of Deacons did not meet in June, but we are here for you. Any
needs or concerns? Please call your deacon or me, Caryl (785-224-9333).
Hope you are all enjoying your summer!
Caryl Hines, Moderator
Ellen Chalk, Co-Moderator

Finance Council
The finance council gratefully requests that members keep our pledges up to
date. Summer is a vacation time, and the church continues to need our support.
During the past few weeks, the Ivan Anderson memorials have been used to
order a defibrillator, which will be here soon. The Bobbi Knight memorials are
being used to fund resources for K. O. to lead workshops on grief. The property
committee will be overseeing the repair of the sidewalk around the church and
is working on a solution for the automatic door opener to the elevator. Thank

❖ Merle Kivett, Kivett’s brother, declining health.
❖ Kathy England, ongoing health concerns.
❖ Gloria Hayes, Paul Evans’ sister, is praising that her hip pain has been
relieved and will be having hip replacement surgery soon.
❖ Douglas Phenix is currently in the Kansas Rehab Hospital, he and his wife
would appreciate prayers during this difficult time.
❖ For the neighbors working to bring a grocery store to our food desert.
❖ Our session, deacons, and minister, K.O. Noonoo.
❖ Westminster Presbyterian Church, that we will grow in our habit of prayer
and capacity to be led by the Holy Spirit.

you to the congregation for your ongoing support of our church.
Financial Update Summary- June 30, 2022:
Actual Income: $ 21,097 Budgeted Income: $ 21,941
Actual Expenses: $ 32,923 Budgeted Expenses: $ 24,882
YTD Income: $ 132,939 Budgeted Income: $ 131,650
YTD Expenses: $ 156,301 Budgeted Expenses: $ 149,242
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We would like to thank everyone who donated items for Christmas in July, and
money for our 3rd Summer Cash Bash this past July! With the cost of everything
going up, our services are busy, and we continue to help our neighbors in need
the best ways we can!
Sign Up for Doorstep’s 5th Annual Neighbor Helping Neighbor

Celebrations!

Walk/5K Fun Run!
Sunday, October 2nd is the date for this year’s fundraiser! We are planning to
have an in-person event this year! And, we hope the beautiful fall weather we’ve
had the past two COVID years, continues in 2022!!
You can sign up to participate yourself for $30 including a t-shirt (deadline
September 14th to guarantee a shirt) or sponsor a walker/runner! Those getting
sponsors will get a free t-shirt with pledges of $100 or more. All proceeds will
benefit Doorstep, Inc.
This is our only fundraiser this year!!! So, get your family, friends, youth &amp;
community groups together and join us this October!
We are excited about this event! It will start/end from shelter houses 1 &amp; 2 at
Lake Shawnee. The Walk/Run will start at 2:00 pm with our friend &amp; celebrity
starter, Chris Fisher from WIBW-TV 13 joining us again this year! We will have
some entertainment prior to the start, and afterwards return to shelter house #1
for snacks & drinks!
You can sign up on our website: www.DoorstepTopeka.org after August 8th.
Sign-up and sponsor forms are also available from the website or congregations.

Current Food Needs
We are low on or out of the following items and could really use your
help to stock our pantry shelves!
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Hamburger Helper
Vegetable Soup
Mixed Canned Veggies
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Pinto Beans
Canned Fruit
Cup O Noodles
Canned Beans

Spaghetti O’s
Evaporated Milk
Canned Raviolis
Tuna
Peas

Congratulations to Newlyweds Tye & Lara Geary! Their
beautiful wedding was held here at Westminster on Saturday
July the 30th. We pray for countless blessings for them as they
begin this new journey and Husband and Wife.

Charlie and Charlotte Bates have a new grandson!
Beckett Lee Bates was born July 19; he weighed 7 lb.
8 oz. and was 20.5 inches long. Proud parents and
big sister are Simon and Codi Bates and Luna. All are
doing well. Congratulations!
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Topeka Habitat for Humanity
“We build because we believe that everyone should have a healthy, affordable

place to call home. More than building homes, we build communities, we build
hope, and we build the opportunity for families to help themselves”.
We believe every nail hammered, every wall raised, is a rejection of hate and a
step toward a future where everyone – irrespective of class, color or creed – has a
decent life.” The Topeka Habitat ReStore supports the community in a number of ways.
Every donation and every purchase helps build houses, repair homes, and revitalize

WESTMINSTER LITERARY
SOCIETY
Our latest book for discussion by the Westminster Literacy Society was “Countdown 1945” written by
commentator, Chris Wallace. It details the 116 days prior to the dropping of the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima. The book starts with the death of President Franklin Roosevelt as Harry Truman is being
sworn in as president of the United States. Some of the famous names involved were Robert
Oppenheimer, Paul Tibbets, Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin and others. The development of the
atomic and plutonium bombs were secret operations even to those employed with them. The Potsdam
Conference to finalize the end of the war with Germany barely finished before the atomic bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima.
>Louise Gleason

neighborhoods. In addition to helping Topeka Habitat provide decent places to live for
families in our community, Volunteer have a great time volunteering at the ReStore, meeting
new people as they interact with ReStore staff and fellow volunteers, which may
include future Topeka Habitat homeowners who often serve as volunteers in the
ReStore as part of the “sweat equity” investment for their home.
Volunteers help keep operating costs as low as possible so the amount of money
that goes directly to benefit families in Topeka can be maximized. Volunteers also
help ensure our ReStore is a great experience for donors and shoppers. You can
volunteer as an individual or as part of a group. Volunteers must be at least 14
years old or be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Habitat is in most need of volunteers, and you may sign up online
at haley@topekahabitat.com, or by calling them at 785-2344322. Do it NOW!
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Continued from page 1…
Then one day, as Hen was pecking at some peanuts that had fallen on the ground, one of the
women of the village yelled at her, saying “get out of my way, Hen. You really think you are all that, don’t
you? Since when do you peck at peanuts? Come to think of it, why should I be surprised? Ever since you
started calling yourself Amoaa Awisi, you have been putting on airs.” Hen was shocked to discover that
her secret was out. How did this happen? That night, she called an emergency meeting to discuss the
matter. “My friends”, she started, “it seems someone has spilled the beans. A woman in the village
knows my name. How did this happen?”, she wanted to know.
That was when Goat related what happened while he was grazing earlier that day. He said, “I
went by the neem try to rub myself against it on account of my itch. I was really enjoying myself when the
hunter who was polishing his gun only a few feet away started yelling insults at me. “You good for nothing
Goat,” he said, “how dare you call yourself Kofi Apau? You really fancy yourself as the one who can
escape bullets in battle? Why, you can’t even scratch yourself… you have clearly lost your mind.” “How
in the world did that hunter know my name”, Goat wondered. By this time, both Goat and Hen were
staring at Dog with great suspicion.
“Now, ‘hold on for a minute”, retorted Dog, “I was thinking about calling a meeting myself a few
days ago”. “I was lying down beside the chair in the outer room when the oldest son of the fisherman
came and kicked me. I yelped and made my way to the small space beside the hearth. He added that
since I had called myself Kwasi Wusu I was likely to demand to be made chief of the village. Friends, he
said all sorts of nasty things which I shudder to repeat. Now, how did that brat find out about my name?”,
Dog inquired.
Well, there was only one thing to be done. The animals decided to make a roaring fire. Each one
would jump over it. The one who was burned was obviously the one at fault. Hen went over the roaring
fire, unscathed. So did Goat. But when Dog leaped over the fire a spark flew up and caught his nose,
just about burning it clear off his face. Fortunately, there was a pond nearby. Dog ran into it, putting out
the fire. It was clear that Dog could not be trusted. From that day forward, Dog has kept his distance
from Goat and Hen. You might find these two animals in the village, eating side by side in harmony. Dog
is never allowed to get anywhere close. Whenever they look at Dog’s nose, they are reminded of the
importance of keeping pledges. And that is how Dog’s nose became dark ~ the end!!
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Healthy Congregational Workshops-

ROMEOS

8/7 - Accepting Differences 1 Cor 12
8/14 - Forgiving
8/21 - Truth Telling
8/28 - Connecting
9/4 - Healthy Helping

Not A Secret!
A few Sundays ago, during Sunday morning breakfast in our church’s parlor, I asked
those present to briefly share how they became part of our church family. There were
about 15 people in the room. 1 person discovered our church because she lived in the
neighborhood and was looking for one, so she came and was glad to discover that at
least one person that she knew attended Westminster.
Another person joined WPC through marriage. EVERYONE ELSE was invited by a
specific person. They named names and described the situation. So, you see, it is not
a secret. Most people become part of a church family because someone invites them.
The general public, however, has taken this truth to a whole new level. Some people
think that they are not allowed to enter a church building except by invitation. They
think of a church building like a social club where members pay dues and enjoy
benefits. Of course, that is not how most churches function. Nonetheless, it is clear
that unless we invite others they will not come on their own. They really think it is rude
(and possibly, illegal) to enter a church building without being invited. So, it is up to us
to invite. But how shall we do this?
This is what Invitational Ministry is all about. Keep your ears and heart open as we
return again to the art of inviting. The goal is not to fill our pews. The goal is to nurture
and make new disciples of Jesus the Christ. Remember, the Lord is with you as you
learn these skills and use them for God’s Glory.

THIS MONTH THE ROMEO'S WILL TRAVEL TO
"NOTO" AND VISIT BRADLEY'S CORNER CAFE.
THEY HAVE A NICE MENU AND SOME OF THE
BEST PIES IN ALL OF TOPEKA!
SEE YOU ALL ON TUESDAY AUGUST THE 9 TH.
AT 11:30 AM. DON'T FORGET TO INVITE A FRIEND!!!
~Charlie Bates

Summer Lunch has been a great success this year!
Serving over 600 youth and families!
All of the individuals who have helped make this
possible have put so much time and love into this
program!

In Christ,
K.O. Noonoo
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Pickleball

4:30 pm

Pickleball

29

Knitters

Pickleball

2:00 pm

22

4:30 pm

2:00 pm SCT Book Club

15

4:30 pm Pickleball

4:30 pm Pickleball
6:00 pm World & Community
8
K.O. Retreat
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch
2:00 pm Knitters

1
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch
2:00 pm SCT Book Club

Monday

Save these Dates!

4:30 pm

7
*Communion
9:00 AM Breakfast
9:20 AM Healthy Congregation
9:50 AM Prayer Huddle
10:25 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Worship Council
14
* Baptism Sunday
9:00 AM Breakfast
9:20 AM Healthy Congregation
9:50 AM Prayer Huddle
10:25 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Fellowship
21
Mariner Sunday
9:00 AM Breakfast
9:20 AM Healthy Congregation
9:50 AM Prayer Huddle
10:25 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Fellowship
28
9:00 AM Breakfast
9:20 AM Healthy Congregation
9:50 AM Prayer Huddle
10:25 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Fellowship

Sunday

5:30 pm

30

Girl Scouts

6:30 pm Strategic Planning

23

4:00 pm Deacons
5:30 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm PW Evening Circle

16

9
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch
Final Day
11:30am ROMEOS
4:30 PM CE Council

5:30 pm Girl Scouts

2
Election Polls
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch

Tuesday

4:30 pm Centering Prayer
4:30 pm Pickle Ball

4:30 pm Centering Prayer
4:30 pm Pickle Ball
31

4:30 pm Centering Prayer
4:30 pm Pickle Ball
6:00 pm Finance Council
24

17

12:00 PM PW Gathering Lunch
4:30 pm Centering Prayer
4:30 pm Pickle Ball
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3
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch
4:30 pm Centering Prayer
4:30 pm Pickle Ball
6:00 pm Invitational Ministry

Wednesday

3:00 PM Picleball
6:00 pm Grocery Oasis

25

3:00 PM Picleball
6:15 pm Omicron Zeta

18

11
9:30 AM WPC Literary Society
3:00 PM Picleball
6:00 pm Grocery Oasis

3:00 PM Picleball

4
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch

Thursday

K.O.'s Day Off

K.O.'s Day Off

K.O.'s Day Off
8:30 am Let's Help

26

19

12

K.O.'s Day Off
11-12 pm WPC Summer Lunch
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Friday

27

20

13

6

K.O.'s Day Off

K.O.'s Day Off

K.O.'s Day Off

K.O.'s Day Off

Saturday

Westminster Monthly

Jim Burkett—August 2

Jace Carter Epps & Ruth Stone —
August 7

Bob & Robin Hannigan
August 2 - 42 years
Jeffrey & Elaine Adair
August 13 - 34 years

Kaitlin Hannigan & Clayton Smith
August 28 - 4 years

8/21 – Mariner’s Sunday

Linda Leaver—August 8

Matt Boddington— August 9
Amanda Abbott – August 10
Sue Fackler—August 11

Sarah Gleason—August 12

Doug & Angela Gleason
Ed Webber—August 13

August 26 - 27 years
Harold Durkes—August 14

Cole Shaughnessey—August 15

Rochelle Dallam, Georgia Daniel,

Steve Leaver, & Caleb Skrzypek —
August 17

8/2 – Election Polls at Westminster

Jean Ann Emig & Ione Frank —
August 20

8/14 – Baptism of Roman and Ryder
Mitchell

Beth Crowther & Tamra Yancey —
August 25

Ryder Mitchell—August 18

